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Welcome

This is a very exciting time for PCAS.  In this issue, our Chairman Paul  
Waddington explains how we have reached our target for the Bicentenary Appeal, 
greatly helped by a generous contribution from the IWA, thanks to a bequest from 
the late Tony Harrison.  I was fortunate to meet Tony at several IWA conferences.  

Richard Harker our Working Party Organiser describes some of the progress since 
the last issue of Double Nine.  Our volunteers have completed the restoration work 
at Thornton Lock, with just the stone dams to be moved by contractors for reuse at 
Walbut Lock.  There is less to do at Walbut Lock and work should have started by 
the time you read this magazine.  

We will be celebrating the bicentenary of the opening of the canal in July 2018 and 
it would be good to see as many PCAS members as possible join us.  Details will be 
in the next issue of Double Nine.  Undoubtedly it will be a busy time and any offers 
of help will be gratefully received.

This issue contains the second and concluding part of Trevor Brigham’s article on 
the Watermen on the Pocklington Canal.  Trevor is collecting copies of historical docu-
ments and photos from a variety of sources including the National Archives at Kew, 
local sources, and archives maintained by the Canal & River Trust.

You may remember articles by Neil Cooper and Richard Shillaker in previous issues 
and it is good that they have both contributed wildlife articles for this magazine.

Lizzie Dealey reports on a variety of activities currently being supported by the 
Heritage Lottery Fund grant to the Canal & River Trust.  She is doing a grand job 
of promoting the canal and helping the Trust and PCAS work together in a variety 
of ways – often by giving us jobs to do!  Partnership working is vital these days and 
I was very glad that Lizzie and Simon Christian of Natural England gave talks at a 
recent meeting of the Northern Canals Association. NCA is a group of canal enthu-
siasts who are involved with various canal restoration projects round the country 
and they had the opportunity to see the work at Thornton Lock and Church Bridge.

The new Canal Guide has been completed and printed. This project received funding 
from the Aviva Community Fund.   Many small grants are available for charities and Tim 
Charlson is actively pursing them.  For example, he applied for support from Tesco and 
this was successful.  We hope to get another contribution from Aviva, this time to sup-
port our next big project – the restoration of Sandhill Lock.  This is done by online voting, 
as explained later in the magazine.

I apologise for not getting the planned Summer Issue of Double Nine to members, due 
to various commitments.  

Alistair Anderson
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CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN

Bicentenary Appeal
I am very pleased to report that our Bicentenary Appeal has reached its target of 
£250,000, and is now closed.  It benefited from an award of £106,400 from the Tony 
Harrison Bequest, which brought the total past our target.  Tony Harrison was a canal 
enthusiast and a consultant engineer to the Inland Waterways Association, specialising 
in hydraulics.  He visited the Pocklington Canal frequently, and we benefitted from his 
advice on several occasions.  We shall shortly be launching our next appeal which will 
be for the restoration of Sandhill Lock, a task that we propose to start once our Bicen-
tenary Project is completed.

Bicentenary Project
Works at Thornton Lock are now more or less complete, with the new lock gates sup-
plied and fitted by the Canal and River Trust.  These were made at CRT’s Stanley Ferry 
workshops, with the society only having to pay for the cost of the materials.  The char-
acteristic  paddlegear was manufactured by Hargreaves Lock Gates, and installed by 
CRT.  Our volunteers undertook repairs to the brickwork of the lock chamber, and rebuilt 
a section of bywash tube, which had collapsed.  Attention has now moved to Walbut 
Lock, where similar works will be carried out over the winter months.
After improvements to the access, which currently is very steep, material from the 
bunds at Thornton Lock will be transferred  to Walbut Lock, where new bunds will be 
installed to enable dewatering of the lock.  A contract has been awarded to Hagrapat 
Ltd to undertake this work.  Once the lock is dewatered, our volunteers will carry out 
repairs to the brickwork and install a second escape ladder.  New lock gates have been 
ordered from Hargreaves Lock Gates Ltd, and are currently being manufactured.  We 
envisage that these will be installed in the New Year. The bunds will then be removed 
and the site relandscaped in the sping, in plenty of time for the reopening in July.
Our Bicentenary Project also includes the provision of lock and bridge landings.  Two of 
these will be free standing structures, one located either side of No 8 Swingbridge, to 
enable boaters to operate the bridge.  The third will consist of consist of a short length 
of piled bank with sufficient depth of water for boaters to step directly between boar 
and shore.  We intend to engage a contractor to install these.  The final component is 
dredging.  By good fortune, some of the dredging required will be undertaken as part of 
the HLF funded scheme, and CRT have agreed to dredge the stretch, leaving very little 
for the society to do itself.

The HLF Scheme
Church Bridge is now looking good after repairs and repointing to the brickwork.  These 
have been carried out by volunteers under the supervision of a specialist in conserva-
tion works.  Extensive dredging designed to improve the biodiversity in the canal has 
been undertaken in the pound between Coates Lock and No.8 Swingbridge.  Further 
dredging will be carried out under the scheme in the pounds below Top and Walbut 
Locks in the coming months.  As mentioned above, these works will also have substan-
tial benefits for navigation. 
The society has been involved in extensive discussions about new signage and inter-
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pretative materials that will be installed at various points along the canal as part of the 
HLF scheme.  These should be installed by the end of the year.  During the summer, 
Lizzie Dealey has organised a range of activities designed to involve the public in the 
heritage of the canal.  These included an archeological dig at Canal Head, which re-
vealed the foundations of canal related  buildings around the terminal basin.  Also the 
HLF scheme has funded some research into the archives of the original Pocklington 
Canal Company, which are held at Kew.

Official Opening of the Extension to the Navigation
It has been agreed that the official opening of the extension to the navigation (ie from 
Melbourne to Bielby) will take place at Thornton Lock on Wednesday 25th July 2018.  
The exact form that this will take, will be set out in the next edition of Double Nine.  It 
will be followed by a boat Rally and other festivities over the weekend of 28th and 29th 
July.  This is the nearest weekend to the 200th anniversary of the original opening of the 
canal, and we intend to celebrate it in some style.

Future Restoration Works
Now that our Bicentenary Project is within sight of completion, the society has been 
turning its attention to future works.  It has been decided that our next project will be 
focused on Sandhill Lock, and we propose that much of the work will be undertaken by 
the Waterway Recovery Group.  We shall be seeking a WRG work camp in the summer 
of 2019, which will be preceded by by works necessary to dewater the lock chamber.  
Our current thinking is that this will be best achieved by sheet piling, rather than earth or 
stone embankments.  Our experience at Thornton and Walbut Locks has taught us that 
we may need 12 months to negotiate all the necessary consents and to let the contracts 
for the piling.  
We envisage that we will be able to work closely with CRT on this project as there are 
many indications that they intend to give a higher priority to restoration on the Pockling-
ton Canal.  If this turns out to be the case,  the canal could possibly be fully restored by 
the year 2025, which would be a wonderful reward for all the efforts that the society has 
made over the past 48 years.

Sandhill Lock Appeal
Following the success of the Bicentenary Appeal, the committee has decided that its 
next appeal will be for the restoration of Sandhill Lock.  This lock has suffered from a 
failure of the foundations of one of its wing walls, so may be a bigger job than some of 
the other locks that we have tackled.  There is also a substantial amount of rebuilding 
required to the lock chamber itself.
We have estimated that it will cost £100,000 to carry out these works, which we hope 
to complete in 2020, and so this is the target for our next appeal.  Fund raising has 
already started.

Annual General Meeting
Sue Dickins was elected as a new committee member at the AGM, and there has been 
some rearrangement of tasks amongst the continuing committee members.  Roger 
Bromley has stood down as Vice Chairman, although he will continue as our Member-
ship Secretary.  Graham Ball has taken on the role of Vice Chairman, but handed over 
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the job of Secretary to Sue Dickins.  Otherwise, things remain much the same.  I would 
like to record my thanks to all committee members for the work that they do.  Although 
not a committee member, David Hobson has been doing an enormous amount of work 
in connection with the works associated with our Bicentenary Scheme.  I would like also 
to record my thanks to him. 

Paul Waddington

New Pocklington Canal Guidebook

Our new guidebook has  
arrived and is available for £5 
(plus postage if ordered)
This comprehensive guide has 
been designed for use either 
during a stroll along the towpath 
or resting on the settee. Either 
way it holds much information 
of interest on the history and 
development of the canal and 
even has a map in the middle. 
There are navigation notes and 
useful information regarding the 
different stretches of the canal. 

Copies are available from the 
Information Centre  at  Canal 
Head or by post from Tim  
Charlson (see inside the front 
cover).

Guide to the 

Pocklington Canal
Revised 2017. Published by The Pocklington Canal Amenity Society
www.pocklingtoncanalsociety.org
Registered Charity 500637 1



7

Pocklington Canal Amenity Society
Minutes of 2017 Annual General Meeting

Held at Melbourne Village Hall at 7 pm on Wednesday 26th April 2017

Welcome and Introduction 
The Chairman welcomed members of the Society and visitors.

Present
Twenty-six members were present, plus two visitors, and the meeting was therefore 
declared quorate.

Apologies
The Secretary reported that apologies had been received from Hilary and Howard An-
guish and also Eric Dove.

Minutes of the 2016 Annual General Meeting
The minutes had previously been published in Double Nine. Acceptance of the Min-
utes was proposed by Alistair Anderson and seconded by Debbie Smith and approved 
unanimously. The minutes were signed by the Chairman.

Matters Arising
There were no matters arising.

Chairman’s Report
The Chairman reported on a very busy and successful year. Highlights included the 
Bicentenary Appeal and the restoration project, the HLF funded scheme being carried 
out by the Canal & River Trust and the various fund raising events carried out by the 
Society.

The Chairman also paid tribute to the late Sheila Nix MBE who had been a driving force 
in the early restoration of the canal and served as the Society’s  Secretary and also the 
Editor of Double Nine for many years.

A full transcript of the report will be published in Double Nine for the benefit of the gen-
eral membership.

Presentation of the 2016 Accounts
The Treasurer circulated copies of the 2016 accounts. They showed that there was a 
net surplus for the year of £12,325 and the Appeal Fund total of £110,847 at the year 
end. Acceptance of the accounts was proposed by Richard Harker, seconded by Roger 
Bromley and was approved unanimously. The Chairman expressed his thanks to the 
Treasurer.

Election of Chairman
Paul Waddington was the sole nominee for the Chairmanship and was duly re-elected.

Election of the Committee
Only one nomination to fill the vacancy had been received and John Dickins was duly 
elected. Two committee members, Tim Charlson and Richard Harker having completed 
their two year term and having indicated their willingness to continue, were re-elected 
for a further two years. The remaining committee members have a further year to serve.
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Appointment of Independent Financial Examiner
Tony Farmer had indicated his willingness to continue and was duly reappointed.

Subscriptions
No changes to the annual subscriptions were proposed.

Volunteering
PCAS relies almost entirely upon the work of its volunteer members and the Chairman 
expressed his thanks to all those involved. However, more help is always welcome for 
events such as the Spring Fete. Also additional crew are needed for the Sheila Nix 
weed cutting boat. Full training will be provided.

Any Other Business
It was reported that PCAS had been successfully nominated for Tesco’s ‘Bags of Help’ 
Scheme at Market Weighton. Members were encouraged to support this opportunity.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 7.42 pm.

Chairman’s Report for the Year 2016
2016 was a busy year for the Society, with works connected with our Bicentenary Project 
progressing in addition to our normal events and activities. 

Events and Activities
In February, we had a successful frog racing evening at Melbourne Village Hall which 
raised around £1,000, and in May the Society held a Spring Fair at Canal Head with 
the usual attractions.  Our customary pre-Christmas lunch took place in November at 
which the tickets were drawn for the Grand Draw, which also brought in good revenue.

Three editions of the Society’s magazine,  Double Nine, were produced, and the In-
formation Centre at Canal Head was opened on most Sundays during the summer 
months.  The society’s tripboat, New Horizons, had another successful season bring-
ing in much useful income.  Regular working parties took place throughout the year 
undertaking regular maintenance activities, as well as contributing to our current major 
projects.

A Gem in the Landscape
PCAS continued to participate in the Canal and River Trust led scheme, The Pockling-
ton Canal, a Gem in the Landscape, which is largely funded by the Heritage Lottery 
Fund.  This scheme moved into its delivery phase during the year and will provide im-
proved signage and visitor information.  Under the scheme, heritage work will be carried 
out at Church Bridge and No 7 Swingbridge will be remodelled to make it resemble the 
original swingbridges of the canal.  Other works are being carried out to improve wildlife 
habitats on the canal, and a programme of activities is planned to improve public aware-
ness and appreciation of the canal.

Help for Heroes
In the Summer, there was a visit from a number of servicemen and ex-servicemen,  
organised by the charity Help for Heroes, and they were able to do useful work on sev-
eral schemes, including the provision of a pond-dipping facility at Melbourne.
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Bicentenary Appeal
Various fundraising activities and applications to Charitable Trusts boosted the Bicen-
tenary Appeal to about £115,000 at the end of 2016.  Subsequent income, including a 
major amount from the Tony Harrison bequest, has ensured that our target of £250,000 
has been reached.

Bicentenary Project
Work on our Bicentenary project started during the year at Thornton Lock, with bunds 
installed to allow dewatering of the lock and repairs to be carried out to the lock cham-
ber.  Lock gates were ordered, which are due to be installed in 2017.  Planning work 
has been undertaken for a similar programme of works at Walbut, where completion is 
scheduled in early 2018, in time for our bicentenary celebrations.

Sheila Nix
At the very end of 2016 we heard news of the death of Sheila Nix, who had done prob-
ably more than anyone else to promote the restoration of the Pocklington Canal.  She 
had been secretary and editor of Double Nine  from soon after the society’s founding in 
1969 until she became too old to carry on.  She also ran the sales stall and managed  
the Information Centre. 

Paul Waddington

	   	  

Annual accounts for year ended 31 December 2016
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New Horizons

As usual it has been a busy season for our trip boat, running short trips each  
Sunday and Bank Holiday, and a variety of booked trips for groups. It’s very encour-
aging when we get groups 
booking the boat again, 
which confirms that the kind 
comments about enjoying 
the trip were genuine.  
The top photo is a group 
from Wolds and Country-
side Riverbank Society – an  
organisation lucky enough 
to have its own wood.  It’s 
not their first trip on the 
boat and they are planning  
another visit next year.
The bottom photo was 
taken when Radio Hum-
berside visited the canal.  
Their broadcasts are heard 
by many people.
We do get a great deal of 
publicity thanks to the press 
and radio.  One disappoint-
ment was the closure of 
West Wolds Radio, the new  
radio station in Pocklington 
not long after it opened.
It’s many years since a 
BBC film crew visited the 
canal, filming for ‘Hands on 
Nature’.  Maybe the boat 
will feature on TV again 
during our bicentenary year.
I would like to thank all our crew for their efforts during the 2017 season, especially  
Bob Ellis, who has the unenviable task of dealing patiently with enquiries and cop-
ing with crew who forget to say when they are available or inconsiderately go on  
holiday during the busiest part of the season.
New Horizons will be going to Goole for winter maintenance, held over because of 
extended maintenance at Barmby Lock last year.  

Alistair Anderson
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Watermen on the Pocklington Canal
The first part of this article was published in the previous magazine

New research
Since the first part of this article was published, a great deal of work has been carried 
out in sourcing and copying material relating to the canal as part of CRT’s HLF project. 
This is still ongoing and is too extensive for more than a few “tasters” here, but new light 
is already being thrown on the history of the canal, including the early years of carrying. 
The first load recorded to Street Bridge (Canal Head), for example, comprised 11½ tons 
of timber carried by skipper John Randal on 4th August 1818 , leaving with a smaller 
load the following day. Although he only visited on one further occasion, Randal was 
followed by hundreds of other keelmen over the next 30 years, delivering and collecting 
cargoes at Canal Head and the other principal landing places: Walbut, Bielby, Melbourne, 
Storthwaite (Storwood), Hagg Bridge and Cottingwith.

Many local businessmen appear as considerable users in Canal Company records, in-
cluding Thomas Johnson and Michael Gray (individually and as Johnson & Gray), James 
Peart of Low Mill, Robert Denison, and the farmers and coal merchants Thomas Tasker 
and William Ellis of Bielby, the latter often carrying for the former as well as on his own 
account. The brickmaker Henry Ogle of Brickyard Farm, Melbourne, was an important 
customer, with his sons William and George involved in carrying general cargoes for 
other clients, coal to fuel the family kilns and their own products, which included bricks, 
roof tiles and drain tiles. Other “exports” included locally-milled flour, sawn timber, grain 
(wheat, barley, oats), shelling (grain husks), potatoes, carrots, beans, apples, bran, malt, 
wool, linseed and line (flax). Rapeseed is not a new crop and was widely grown, with its 
derivatives rape cake and rape dust (crushed seed used as fertiliser) also carried up and 
down the canal. These were, however, greatly outweighed by incoming cargoes, with 
most boats leaving without a return load as a result. The main “imports” were coal, lime, 
gravel, stone and timber, but they also included slack (coal dust), cinders, slate, flag-
stones, bundles of laths for building, general groceries and goods, cheese, salt, seeds, 
furniture, pottery, soot, hemp, tar, oil, iron, sugar, hay, rye grass, charcoal, wine, manure, 
tea, ale, porter, spirits and gin. Coal from Silkstone Colliery seems to have been par-
ticularly prized: this would have been transported from the mine by horsedrawn tram-
way (completed 1810) to Barnby Basin at the head of the Barnsley Canal for onward 
movement on the Aire & Calder. Bark (for tanning) and hides were imported for Thomas 
Wilson’s Pocklington tannery (later bought by Denison). Bones and bone dust were also 
transported to Canal Head from 1825 for Cook Taylor’s bone crushing mill north of the 
York road. It is sobering to consider that much of the bone used for fertiliser at this time 
was reportedly imported through Hull from Napoleonic War battlefields on the Continent, 
including Waterloo: only one complete skeleton has been recovered from this site in 200 
years as a probable result!

There are many details now available regarding the early keel owners and captains oper-
ating on the canal, often belonging to boating dynasties: many were from the West Riding, 
others were already established on the Ouse and Derwent, but a significant number were 
local with no previous background in boat and cargo handling, including the Hodgson 
brothers, Bannister, John and Robert, son of John Hodgson, dyer, of Pocklington: Robert 
became a coal merchant at Canal Head, but all three were busy skippers. The canal 



12

company also commissioned the construction of a lighter which was available for hire and 
provided a small source of additional income. 

One thing which can be now clarified is that Cain Walsh, a major subject of the first part of 
this article, is now known to have arrived at Canal Head from Wakefield in 1830, the year 
of his marriage, when he took over as skipper of the Union Packet which had been bought 
by the Union Company in late 1821. Walsh retained this position until at least 1837, prob-
ably until the boat ceased to run, and subsequently operated a number of boats of his 
own, frequently carrying for local merchant John Cook Massey until the latter’s death in 
late 1852. Cain appears to have had at least two keels at any one time, usually operating 
one himself: in 1860–1, for example, he is recorded as skippering Betsey (his wife’s nick-
name), together with Sarah, Two Sisters, Single Sister, and Blessing. His son Stephen 
sometimes skippered his boats from around 1853. Cain’s brother — also Stephen — like-
wise continued carrying on the canal for many years.

Later years
The continual raising of tolls on both the Derwent and the Pocklington Canal by the 
Y&NMR and their successors the NER undoubtedly hastened their decline in the second 
half of the 19th century, despite vigorous campaigns from local traders and landowners to 
abate the increases as late as the 1890s. The number of boats passing Barmby fell from 
146 in 1805 to just 38 by 1862, of which most would have been bound for Malton and a 
handful of stopping-off points on the Derwent. The number of watermen regularly using 
the canal appears to have already dwindled to around a dozen by the mid 1850s, includ-
ing Cain and Stephen Walsh, Richard Bell of Cottingwith (see below), John Simpson, 
Richard Walsh, George Clapham, Benjamin North, John Day, and William Cass, who all 
gradually abandoned the canal to concentrate on the Derwent, although the canal ben-
efitted from the later arrival of the Browns of Bubwith, of whom John William was the last 
carrier (also below). Coal, slack, gravel, stone, bones, ash, timber, bricks, bark, manure, 
lime, salt and some agricultural produce, including grain, flour, potatoes, turnips, carrots, 
oil cake and flax were still carried in the 1860s, albeit in ever diminishing quantities, but 
by the end of the 19th century, only a few mainstays like coal, roadstone, manure and 
potatoes seem to be represented. 

Some maintenance still occurred, with one presumably late 19th-century innovation being 
the replacement of the existing windlass-operated lock gear by distinctive wheel-operated 
paddles mounted on durable balance beams made of bolted-together sections of old 
wrought iron railway track. The canal between Canal Head and Hagg Bridge was also 
drained in November and December 1884, although this was for ‘necessary repairs to the 
embankment’ rather than part of a planned maintenance scheme. By this time there was 
little incentive to travel the heavily-locked upper section where silting and the condition 
of the locks became an increasing obstacle, especially at times when water levels were 
low. A 1906 report confirmed that lock gates in the upper canal needed replacing and that 
the depth of water was half what it should be at about 2ft 6in in places. Bielby effectively 
became the head of navigation: the regating of Cottingwith Lock in 1928 came just four 
years before the last working boat passed through. 

The Bells of Cottingwith
On the lower section at East Cottingwith, Richard Bell (born 1821 to a local joiner, John) 
was already operating his own keel on the canal as a coal merchant by 1851, although 
like most watermen, he carried other commodities as well: most of his trade was however 
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on the Derwent and beyond. Richard and his wife Elizabeth were absent from the 1861 
census and they were probably on board a vessel in transit, perhaps the Union, which was 
theirs by 1860 until at least 1877. In 1881, Richard and his son John, both by then living in 
Chapel Road, East Cottingwith, were described as ‘boatman’ and ‘boatman’s boy’ respec-
tively. The pair operated the keel Lilly by 1891, with John retaining the boat after his father 
died in 1892, still carrying coal from Stanley Ferry on the Aire & Calder to the Derwent 

in 1896 as they had 
done with Union in 
previous decades. 
The 1901 census de-
scribes John as still 
having a ‘barge’, living 
at home with his now 
widowed mother. 

Lilly may be the boat 
shown in a photo-
graph taken above 
Cottingwith Lock 
around 1910 (Fig 9: 
left). This appears to 
be a Humber keel or 
sloop from which the 
sailing rig and deck 
gear had been re-
moved, with the ex-
ception of the anchor 

windlass, which was presumably retained for use in tidal waters. A curl of smoke from 
the aft cabin and the presence of the small ‘cogboat’ alongside shows that the boat was 
occupied; an upturned wheelbarrow on the deck may have been used for coal handling. 
This must have been close to the end for Lilly, however, as John Bell died a year after 
his mother in 1910. There is no evidence for any further watermen based at Cottingwith, 
apart from an unverified internet reference to a keel owned by farmer Robert Houseman 
(1880–1955), which was fitted with a Crossley engine from a Manchester bus and oper-
ated to Leeds and Selby until it sank at Barmby! 

George Firth and William Leonard Thompson of Selby
Several firms and individual keelowners from outside the area were still involved with 
carrying to the Derwent at the end of the 19th century: of these, two Selby coal mer-
chants operated occasionally on the canal, also dealing in other cargoes. George Firth 
(1844–1921) of Water Lane owned a number of keels, including Octavia, Enterprise, 
Ellen and Ethel. In April 1896 several of his vessels were involved in carrying roadstone 
from Castleford and Keadby to the Derwent and Pocklington Canal, with Enterprise and 
Ethel carrying 65 and 66 tons respectively to Walbut and Melbourne. 

William Leonard Thompson (1839–1906) of Brickyard Lane, Selby, owned the Ernest 
Arthur, skippered by B Simpson. In April 1896, his keel carried ‘fish guano’ (manure made 
with waste fish) from Hull to various points on the Derwent as well as Gardham, Thornton 
and Walbut. Nearly 60 tons of coal from Selby were also delivered to Melbourne, the boat 
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returning with 2 tons of potatoes. The boat’s skipper “B Simpson” was probably Benjamin, 
son of John Simpson of Brotherton (born around 1813): John had operated on the Pock-
lington Canal and Derwent from as early as around 1850 until after 1877, owning the keel 
Britannia by around 1860, while Benjamin and his own son Charles were still watermen 
in the Selby area after 1911.

The Browns of Bubwith
The Brown family arrived in the area in the first half of the 19th century. John Brown 
(1825–97) was from an established farming family from Ryther near Cawood, although he 
was born at Barmby, possibly because his mother, Sarah, hailed from Long Drax on the 
opposite bank of the Ouse. The family lived in High Street, Barmby, where John initially 
worked on his father’s farm, but his older brother George was already a waterman by 
1841 and John followed on, serving in 1851 as the sole crewman for the long-established 
Derwent keel owner Thomas Sheffield of Stamford Bridge. 

A few years later John married Harriet Sargeant (variously spelled Sargant and Sargent), 
from Alkborough, Lincs and they moved to a waterside cottage in Long Drax close to 
the ferry crossing and the Ship Inn. Here they had four children, William Winn (1858), 
Sargeant (1860), and daughters Clara (1863), and Betsey Ann (1867). By 1861, brother 
George was operating on the Derwent and perhaps occasionally on the canal with his 
keel George & Jane (by 1877, the Two Sisters), while John was already a master mariner 
and was described in 1871 as a boatman employing two men: his son Sargeant (known 
as ‘Sarge’ Brown), may already have been serving aboard someone else’s vessel as he is 
absent from the census, while older brother William operated the William & Mary by 1877.

By 1881, the family had 
moved to a former public 
house, Waterside House, 
in Staith Street, Bubwith, 
and Sargeant was assisting 
his father as mate aboard 
their 80-ton keel Sarah Ann, 
which they may have owned 
by 1861. At the time the 
census was taken they were 
moored at Allerton Bywater 
on the River Aire near Castl-
eford. This was the centre of 
an extensive coalmining dis-
trict, with a major new col-
liery opening in 1875, only 
closing in 1992. The census 
shows that many local boats 
were moored there and this 

was clearly where many coal traders obtained their stocks from purpose-built coal staiths 
(Fig 10, left). 

By 1891, the family had moved to Ivy House in Main Street, Bubwith, although for the 
census John and Sargeant were aboard the Sarah Ann at Howdendyke, a convenient 
mooring for vessels awaiting suitable tides. John was still listed as a master mariner in 



15

Bulmer’s 1892 directory, but died in 1897. Sargeant took over the business and continued 
as skipper with older brother William as mate. He married Gertrude Myers from Whel-
drake in 1903, remaining at Bubwith with his widowed mother, where the couple had three 
children: Mavis (1904), John William (1906), and Muriel (1909). The Browns were still 
operating Sarah Ann in 1896, also picking up coal at Stanley Ferry on the Aire & Calder as 
well as Ouse sand for delivery along the Derwent, but by 1911, Sargeant had a different 
keel, William of Bubwith, (reg Hull, no 99), and during the census was once again moored 
at Allerton Bywater colliery with his brother, among a number of other vessels. 

In 1985, Pocklington 
resident Dick Ward 
recalled in ‘Double 
Nine’ that when he 
was seven in 1917, 
his father became 
landlord of the ‘Cross 
Keys’ (now the ‘Mel-
bourne Arms’). Mr 
Ward remembered 
‘Sarge’ Brown of-
floading coal in the 
Melbourne Arm us-
ing barrows which 
were wheeled across 
a plank into the coal 
store next to the ba-
sin. A previously uni-
dentified photograph 
in the Yorkshire Museum from around 1900–10 shows this operation taking place (Fig 
11: right) using a second-hand Leeds & Liverpool ‘short boat’ from the Yorkshire side of 
the Pennines, moored across the angle of the basin at the end of the arm. These were 
designed as canal horseboats, but this vessel is rigged with a short mast and a jib with a 
block and tackle attached for use as a derrick to haul baskets from the hold. Whether or 
not this was one of the Browns’ vessels is unclear, but at some point, Sargeant purchased 
Ebenezer, a Humber keel, capable of carrying around 70 tons. 

In 1923, Sargeant died and at just 17, John William (J.W.) took over Ebenezer, although 
he may have been assisted by his uncle William until the latter’s own death in 1929. In a 
letter to Sheila Nix, J.W. described and sketched Ebenezer (Fig 12: below) which was 
built and repaired by Messrs Cliff of Castleford: ‘The keel for Pocklington canal was the 
West country keel. 14 ft beam, 57 ft in length and a draft of 6 ft laden.’ The 40ft mast car-
ried a 24ft yard for the square sail, which Brown reckoned could drive the boat at up to 
10mph, steered with the assistance of a heavy 8ft long rudder. J.W. added: ‘The bows 
were not altogether Blunt, streamlined, not clumsy. Built of oak, pitch pine decks, seams 
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filled with hockem [oakum] and pitch, all beams oak, the hold lined with soft wood, kelcey 
[keelson] made of pitch pine, that is the backbone of the keel.’ There were cabins at each 
end, the smaller and plainer front cabin under a hatch on the foredeck usually contained 
berths for crew and a stove or oven, the back cabin being used by the master or married 
couples travelling together: ‘The cabin at the aft end was for every comfort 5 ft by 5 ft fitted 
with coal bunker a stove, cupboard for pots, pans, writing material, etc all fitted round the 
cabin, fire place for cooking, and large big cupboard for a double bed with a shelf for to 
put your cloths etc on.’ It was entered via a hutch-like ‘companion’ with a sliding roof and 
removable doors located just aft of the hold on the port side.

The only extant photograph of Ebenezer (Fig 13: below), thought to have been taken on 
the Melbourne Arm, 
shows the boat carry-
ing two men and two 
boys: the age of the 
men suggests that 
they were Sargeant 
and William, in which 
case it may have 
been taken before 
1923, with J.W. per-
haps being one of 
the boys. A bicycle on 
the starboard side of 
the hold covers was 
probably used for 
‘lock-wheeling’: rid-
ing ahead to set locks 
and save valuable 

time. The photograph shows the vessel was under sail and in the Humber Keel and Sloop 
Preservation Society journal ‘Slabline’ (1975), Sheila Nix reported: ‘We have talked to 
people in the villages who remember watching the progress of the large square sail above 
the hedgerows, with sometimes a smaller sail above it. Though the old keelmen them-
selves recall the days when they had to bow-haul for lack of wind. Some kept an ‘animal’, 
usually a horse, but occasionally a donkey – to help them on their way.’ The small topsail 
was useful for catching the wind on waterways with high banks, but navigation on narrow, 
winding waterways was an art, as the present writer can attest, having attempted the feat 
on the Trent and Nottingham Canal on the former Aire & Calder flyboat June in 1991! The 
invention of the internal combustion engine would have been a relief and a recollection in 
‘Double Nine’ in 1981, ‘A.H.’ recollected some boats being fitted with engines by the early 
20th century: ‘As a lad I spent many hours down at Canal Head, watching the barges 
unloading and loading with produce for their return journey. There were more warehouses 
there then. The barges used to pull to these buildings to unload. I am going back to the 
days just before the First World War...I can remember the odd barge would have a horse 
pulling it, but mostly there would be the exciting chugging of the engines.’ However, a 
former Ebenezer crew member from the late 1920s, Mr G.E Harness, recalled in ‘Double 
Nine’ in 1985 that engines of the day were not strong enough to work against the tide 
on the Derwent and boats were still obliged to wait for the right conditions to travel up or 
downstream. He remembered the last barges owned by J.W. coming up the Derwent and 
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mooring just above Cottingwith Lock before starting up the canal. 

In 1921, the canal passed through amalgamation into the hands of the LNER, one of the 
new ‘Big Four’ railway companies, but maintenance did not improve. In ‘Double Nine’ in 
1970, J.W. stated that: ‘The bit of canal between the Derwent and the first lock was called the 
‘cut’, and it had to be dredged out because of the beck bringing silt in. When you got stuck 
in that cut you could claim demurrage, which was about 30/- a day, and I’ve been stuck in 
that cut 30 odd days on demurrage, below Cottingwith Lock. When you got stuck anyway, 
you’d report it; there 
used to be a canal 
walker, Richard-
son, and before him 
Hutchinson, well we 
reported it to him 
and he reported it 
to the railway com-
pany. They used to 
store two flats at 
Cottingwith—car-
ried about 15–20 
tons each (Fig 14: 
right), and the 
railway sent up to 
twelve men to light-
en the boat; they’d 
wait until high tide 
and then get a rope 
out to the lock, and 
pull it in. They used 
to break the rope though an’ I’ve had a few claims. It’d take ‘em a few days to get up and 
if they came across a pub they wouldn’t mind spending a few hours there.’

With the canal in such a state, there was little future. Corners were also cut on maintain-
ing the boat and J.W. remembered: ‘We used to get a lot of nasty knocks in locks, this 
made it leak as we had a wooden keel. Well, once we found where the leak was we got 
a bucket of sawdust and pushed it down where the crack was with a boat-hook; the saw-
dust went into the cracks, expanded with the water and it held.’ Ebenezer was perhaps a 
‘wet’ boat in any case: as a boy, Mr Harness helped operate the deck pump which had to 
be primed first. He recalled that the keel still brought coal from Selby to East Cottingwith 
around 1928–9, but also carried bagged sugar, sugar beet, lime and bricks. On the last 
trip to the canal in May 1932, the final cargo was a full load of caveash (industrial furnace 
waste) from Knottingley for use on the roads, a cargo he had carried previously as far as 
Bielby, but despite the fact that the railway company deliberately kept the water level high 
by means of boards fitted over the weirs, they were forced to provide a team to offload 
most of the cargo into their flats at Cottingwith. In J.W.’s own words: ‘We set off with 68 
tons [the toll records say 64] and got there with 10, an’ ‘ad a job to get back light.’ Despite 
the boat only drawing 2ft 3in for the return journey, the upper reaches were so shallow it 
was difficult to navigate. Unsurprisingly, once Brown was offered money by the LNER, he 
took it, ending over a century of trading on the Pocklington Canal. In his own words: ‘I was 
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fed up, so I sold the keel, and had to buy a lorry.’

Photographs
Fig 9: Boat at Cottingwith c 1900–10, possibly the Lilly, Sydney Harold Smith, York Mu-
seums 

Fig 10: Boat loading coal, Allerton Bywater colliery, allertonbywaterparishcouncil.co.uk

Fig 11: Boat loading coal, Melbourne c 1900–10, Sydney Harold Smith, York Museums

Fig 12: Sketch of Ebenezer by J.W. Brown from a letter c 1970, Sheila Nix collection

Fig 13: Ebenezer, Melbourne 1920s, Sheila Nix collection

Fig 14: Canal flat pulled out of the water below Walbut bridge during canal restoration, 
Sheila Nix collection

Trevor Brigham

Membership
Our membership holds steady around the 300 mark. We lose a few and gain a few. 
We still have a number of very long serving members bearing in mind the society 
was set up 48 years ago!

More members would be welcome and we are promoting membership at our events 
and on the tripboat.

Running the membership is not too onerous. The main work is in reminding people 
when subscriptions are due and more recently, with the increase in rates, chasing 
up the short payments where standing orders have not been amended. It would 
help greatly if you could amend your standing order if you have not yet done so, or, 
set one up if you do not have one in place. If you do online banking this is a very 
simple task and entirely under your control. Our bank details are as follows:

 HSBC Bank Plc, Market Place,  Pocklington YO42 2AR 
 Sort Code 40-37-01  Account Number 20674451

If you receive a reminder slip in Double Nine about short or overdue payments, do 
please take the necessary action and if (and we hope not) you are not renewing, please 
send me an email so I can update the records accordingly.  Current membership sub-
scriptions are shown inside the back cover of this magazine.

Roger Bromley

Membership Secretary
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EVENTS

Sunday 26 November  PCAS Annual Lunch  
The Oaks Golf Club & Spa, Aughton YO42 4PW  12.30 for 1 
Please see the enclosed leaflet giving the menu and book in as 
soon as possible.  The PCAS Grand Draw will take place after the 
meal (see below)

Saturday 28 and Sunday 29 July 2018
Boat Rally at Melbourne Arm and reopening of the canal between 
Melbourne and Bielby by Richard Parry of the Canal & River Trust.  
Full details will be available on the PCAS website.

With the recorded opening of the canal having taken place on 30 
July 1818, we’ll be celebrating over the weekend of the 28 & 29 July 
2018. PCAS will be holding a boat rally, with evening entertainment 
for boaters and canal enthusiasts alike. As part of the HLF project, 
Canal & River Trust will be holding a weekend long public festival, 
with kayak trial sessions, heritage walks with the Rusticus theatrical 
entertainment company, willow weaving, guided walks and more.

Details of other events can be found on the PCAS website. There 
will be a link to the 2018 event programme arranged by the Canal & 
River Trust as part of the HLF project.

PCAS Grand Draw 2017
Your committee has organised a Grand Draw to boost the Restora-
tion Fund. The main prize is an extended day trip for 4 people on our 
boat New Horizons with many more prizes on offer. The draw will 
take place on Sunday 26 November at the Annual Lunch. Tickets are 
£1 each and we hope you will buy the book of tickets enclosed with 
this magazine.  Additional tickets can be bought from Tim Charlson 
(07926 910717). Please do support the draw if you can.
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Work Party Report June 2017

The Sheila Nix having been converted back to workboat mode we took a survey trip 
down the canal, just a couple of tree branches below Gardham to clear, bridges, metal-
work, lock beams etc all in good condition.
As weather permitted work was 
concentrated on Thornton Lock, 
the upper letter-box entrance was 
lowered and the remainder of the 
brickwork repairs & re-mortaring 
finished. The collapsed by-wash 
tunnel was re-bricked over a tim-
ber former, moving it along pro-
gressively as we went, a slow 
laborious process, but eventually 
finished, many thanks to Alan Cur-
tis for his expertise & patience.
Then began a series of tidy-up 
jobs, the ’48 Hr’ mooring was look-
ing a bit weed covered so was dug 
out, re-stoned & topped off with some nice white chippings, very tidy. The picnic tables 
& benches up down the canal were given a fresh coat, the trip boat banners were tidied 
up & erected ready for Good Friday start & hey it’s spring again! 
A trip was arranged to CRT’s workshops at Stanley Ferry to see our gates being made, 
one pair done the other in progress, very interesting & informative, nice bunch of lads, 
lunch at the pub, a ‘grand day out’,
The gates arrived at Thornton lock on May 17 ( hooray) & CRT engineers began the fit-
ting process, eagerly helped by us of course, the HLF funded refurbishment of Church 
bridge got under way & some of the lads helped to swell the volunteer numbers.
The Sheila Nix was once more put back to weed cutting mode but unfortunately the old 
problem has reared its ugly head, the slat bed chain links, despite us having lubricated 
& protected them over winter, are severely weakened thro age, rusting and neglect in 
its previous life and apt to fail at the slightest strain. We are looking at the prospect of 
replacing them with new, more substantial ones but of course this is limited by the exist-
ing drive sprockets etc, and the cost!
Surveys and meetings with prospective contractors have taken place at Walbut lock 
and a restoration programme is being formed.
At the time of writing (mid June) Thornton lock gates are fitted, the balance beams, 
winding gear etc. should go on in the next 2-3 weeks and the lock can be refilled. One 
down & one to go, now if we could just get some dredging done!

Richard Harker
Work Party Coordinator
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New gates for
Thornton Lock
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New gates for Thornton Lock
The gates for Thornton Lock were built at the Canal 
& River Trust’s workshop at Stanley Ferry, Wakefield.  
Debbie Smith arranged that a group of PCAS members 
would visit the workshop at the end of March.  Mick 
King and his colleagues gave us a conducted tour and  
explained the processes involved in manufacture of 
the lock gates, which are made from English Oak.  
It was very encouraging to see the timbers marked 
‘Thornton Lock’.  The photos on the front and back 
covers of this magazine show the completed gates.
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How to see a kingfisher
This is the most frequent question I am asked when I meet people walking along the 
canal. While there is no hard and fast way of ensuring you can see a Kingfisher, some 
of the following tips might increase your chances of a sighting.
1. Keep your ears open, King-

fishers can be quite noisy 
in spring and early summer. 
They have a distinctive high 
pitched pip pip often heard 
just before one flies by.

2. Keep your eyes open, look 
at the drains/ditches as well 
as the canal. Kingfishers are 
just as likely to be perched 
on an overhanging branch in-
tently watching for movement  
below the surface. Many 
sightings have been at the marina. I have even seen birds on the rudders of boats, 
so don’t rule this area out.

3. Try to be as quiet as you can as they are easily disturbed. A visit on your own, leav-
ing the dog at home every now and then, is the easiest way to maximise chances 
of seeing one and parties of friends can also add to disturbance.

4. Taking it slowly can be beneficial. Frequent stops while on a walk can mean the 
wildlife comes to you rather than the other way round.

5. Kingfishers like areas of calm water as this makes it easier for them to see their 
prey. It also makes things easier if they don’t have to dive from a great height, so 
check out low hanging branches. In winter when branches are bare, the birds can 
be easier to see.

After all said and done it is often a matter of luck whether you see one. But hopefully 
some of the hints will give you a better chance of seeing what is Britain’s most colourful 
and exotic bird. 
Good Luck!
PS: As part of the Canal bicentenary celebrations and to encourage wider enjoyment 
of the canal there have been two bird/nature walks along the canal so far this summer.  
All age groups have been represented on the walks and we have been delighted by 
sightings of Marsh Harrier, Tawny Owl and, you guessed it – a Kingfisher, which just 
goes to show you can see these flashing darts of colour while walking and talking with 
a group of people!!
PPS: Hopefully there will be one or two more nature walks so look out for advertise-
ments.
Remember if you see an unusual bird, feel free to contact me: 01759 319095.

Neil Cooper
Bird Recorder for Melbourne & Thornton Ings  Photo:  Steve Jones
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Dragonfly walk from Hagg Bridge
A walk along Pocklington Canal to look for dragonflies and damselflies was organ-
ised jointly by the Canal & River Trust and the Yorkshire Dragonfly Group (YDG) for  
Saturday 22nd July 2017.  In spite of a poor weather forecast the day before, and dark 
skies and a heavy rain storm early on Saturday morning, seven people gathered for the 
walk.  Another person who unfortunately went to the wrong meeting point met up with 
us briefly later on.  Martin Roberts from the YDG led the walk which headed south from 
Hagg Bridge. 
For about the first hour the sky remained overcast which was not ideal for seeing these 
sun-loving insects.  Several Blue-tailed Damselflies were spotted, mostly well within the 
bankside reeds.  A male Banded Demoiselle, easily identified by the prominent blue-
black stripe on each wing, fluttered over the water and one or two of the much larger 
Brown Hawker dragonflies cruised by overhead. 
The weather then improved and more species appeared.  The subtle differences  
between two of the commonest blue damselflies (Common Blue and Azure) were  
explained, aided by sharing Mar-
tin’s close-focussing Papilio  
binoculars.  A few damselflies were 
netted and placed in glass tubes, 
so that their features could be more 
easily seen, before being released.  
Attention was drawn to the different 
colour forms of female Blue-tailed 
damselflies whose body can be 
predominantly blue, green, violet or 
pink.  Mating by Blue-tailed and by 
Common Blues was observed, and 
the unique features of this behav-
iour in damselflies and dragonflies 
were explained.  
The warmer conditions encouraged 
more fly-by activity by Brown Hawk-
ers with their characteristic golden 
wings.  A Four-spotted Chaser was 
seen, and towards the end of the 
walk an Emperor Dragonfly started 
its patrolling flight up and down one 
short section of canal. 
A notable ‘missing’ species was the 
Red-eyed Damselfly.  Pocklington 
Canal is an established northern 
site for this damselfly.
Although this was primarily a drag-
onfly and damselfly walk, our eyes 
were open for all wildlife.  Other  

Male Common Blue Damselfly

A pair of Blue-tailed Damselflies mating;  
male with blue and black markings,  

female with green and black markings 
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insects identified included  
seven species of butterfly  
(notably Marbled White and 
Gatekeeper), several Silver Y 
moths, and two exotic looking 
Scorpion Flies.  A contorted gall 
resulting from the presence of 
the larva of a midge was spotted 
on Redshank leaves by a keen 
eyed member of the party.  How-
ever a fly with large red eyes 
remained unidentified.  We also 
enjoyed seeing two hares chase 
around a nearby field, and the 
attractive flowers of Flowering 
Rush and Arrowhead, which 
were growing in the canal.
It is hoped that another dragonfly 
event can be arranged for July 
next year, possibly involving a 
boat trip on New Horizons. 

Richard Shillaker
Yorkshire Dragonfly Group 

Damselfly photos by Martin  
Roberts and plant photos by the 
author.

Flowering Rush flowers

Arrowhead flowers

Richard Shillaker has kindly provided other wildlife articles for recent issues 
of Double Nine:

Issue 108, Spring 2016  Damselflies of the Pocklington Canal

Issue 109, Autumn 2016  Dragonflies of the Pocklington Canal
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PCAS Merchandise

Our friend Tatiana Gilks has produced a further colourful view of the imagined ap-
proach to Canal Head. This lovely card is priced at £2 and is blank inside so usable 
for any message. As always, all profits from the sale of this or any other item of 
PCAS-related merchandise goes directly to the restoration of the canal. 

List of merchandise available:

PCAS MUGS      £5

Gardham Lock / PCAS logo / Canal Boat

FRIDGE MAGNETS    £3    

NOTELETS (5 different views)    £3.50   

CANAL CARDS    £2    

PCAS PIN BADGES     £3.50    

PCAS PLAQUES    £9   

CHOCOLATE     £2.50

Tim Charlson
07926 910717
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PCAS  Spring Fete Sunday 21st May 2017

The weather was thankfully kind to us for our recent Spring Fete at Melbourne as we 
welcomed literally hundreds of visitors to a dazzling array of stalls and attractions.
As well as our ever-popular 
PCAS merchandise stall, 
we had our Bric-a-Brac and 
Tombola stalls – all operated 
by volunteers. Our ever suc-
cessful trip-boat New Hori-
zons was busy from 10am 
until past 4pm welcoming 
over a hundred new visitors 
to the canal.
The Canal & River Trust had 
a stall including an interest-
ing display of the work and 
activities being undertaken 
by Lizzie Dealey, Project 
Officer for the Heritage Lot-
tery-funded work currently 
being undertaken on Pocklington canal (see the Church Bridge photos elsewhere in this 
newsletter). Natural England had their stall, as did the Inland Waterways Association, 
the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust, the Driffield Navigation Amenities Association and several 
craft stalls. This variety of information generated much discussion with visitors, many of 
whom were experiencing the canal for the first time.
The bouncy castle, coconut shy and bacon butties kept our visitors entertained and 
well fed. The event raised £993 towards the future restoration of our/your/everyone’s 
wonderful canal. 
Thank you to all who helped to deliver such an enjoyable & successful day. 

Tim Charlson

Aviva Community Fund
PCAS has successfully entered a new project with the Aviva Community Fund to at-
tempt to secure £1,000 towards the next stage of restoration on the canal, this time at 
Sandhills Lock. Voting begins on 24 October and ends on 21 November. 
To cast your 10 votes you need to register on their website: 
www.communityfund@aviva.co.uk

Please encourage as many of your friends, family and acquaintances as possible to 
vote for us; it doesn’t take long to do and the more votes the better our chances!
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Update on the Canal & River Trust HLF project
A successful event at Canal Head 
on the 2nd September marked the 
end of the first year of this three-year 
Heritage Lottery Funded project. 
Families came along to enjoy cora-
cle sailing, and to contribute to three 
wildlife themed willow sculptures 
and pond dipping along the basin.  
 
By the end of 2017, we will have 
seen the completion of many of 
the key milestones of this project. 
The restoration of Church Bridge 
took place in April and May, which 
saw the worst affected sections of 
this Grade Two Listed road bridge  
repointed in lime mortar and  

repaired with closely 
matching bricks. At 
the time of writing, 
volunteering days in 
Walbut Lock hadn’t 
yet started but we 
hope to see some 
of the Church Bridge 
volunteers joining the 
PCAS Working Party 
for that project.
The locations for 
dredging with-
in the Pockling-
ton Canal Spe-
cial Site of Scientific Interest (SSSI) were 
selected by Canal & River Trust ecolo-
gists and Natural England based on the 
need to create area of open water in the  
areas most densely covered by encroaching 
reeds.
Phase One took place in February between 
Coates Bridge and Bielby Arm, whilst Phase 
Two (the  final phase) is scheduled to start in late  
November between Top Lock and Silburn 
Lock, and between Walbut Lock and Thornton 
Lock. Church Bridge after restoration

Coracle in the basin at Canal Head

Restoration of Church Bridge
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In addition to these sections, the Canal & River 
Trust have contributed additional funding to 
dredge downstream of Thornton Lock at the same 
time, essential for the success of the PCAS led 
Bicentenary Restoration Appeal. 
The excavation of the Denison’s Warehouse at 
Canal Head was run as a community dig to give 
people the opportunity to volunteer and learn 
about the techniques and recording processes in-

volved in archaeology. 20 people came along over the fortnight long dig in June and 
July, during which we found clear evidence of how the building had been built over an 
existing coal yard. We decided to leave the excavation site open for another year to al-
low more people to see the remains, and the trenches will be backfilled in autumn 2018. 
Denis Moor, a local resident who remembered playing in the warehouse as a child in 
the early part of the last century, joined us to reminisce about his days on the canal. We 
were very fortunate to have been able to record these memories as Denis sadly passed 
away recently. 
On this note, for any PCAS members who would like to either share their memories of 
the canal or would like to volunteer to help run an Oral History Project, please contact 
me on 07789934871 or lizzie.dealey@canalrivertrust.org.uk. 
Over the last year a project partnership group has been 
busy with the new interpretation (information signage) 
scheme which will replace the existing information 
boards when it is installed in spring 2018. This will 
consist of 19 units placed alongside features along 
the canal, and will be a mixture of lectern panels and 
upright posts. These will include text about the fea-
ture, for example lock, bridges and SSSIs, as well as 
historic photographs and illustrations. 

Archaeological dig at Canal Head

A section of canal to be dredged

Part of a new canal map
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I am grateful to all 
those who have con-
tributed, in particular 
to Trevor Brigham, 
Paul Waddington, 
Alistair Anderson 
and Tim Charlson 
from PCAS. 
One last milestone 
to come will be to 
replace the 1970s 
parapets on Swing 
Bridge 7 (at Mel-
bourne Arm) with a 
new set built to re-

semble the original Georgian design. This is currently planned to take place in 
March 2018. 
Finally, as will undoubtedly be highlighted elsewhere in this issue of Double Nine 
Magazine, I would like to alert all readers to the Bicentenary Festival in planning 
for 28 and 29 July 2018. Please do hold the date and spread the word - the more 
the merrier! 

Lizzie Dealey
Lizzie is Pocklington Canal Project Officer working for the Canal & River Trust and 
funded through the Heritage Lottery Fund.
  

Search for Pocklington Canal Amenity Society and read the latest news

Cover photos
Front: New bottom gates being fitted at Thornton Lock
Back: Thornton Lock after completion of restoration
 A close-up of the brickwork of Church Bridge after restoration

One of the new interpretation panels
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The £250,000 raised during the Bicentenary Appeal is funding restoration 
of the length of canal shown in red on the map.  As you can read in this 
magazine, the plan is to reopen this length of canal to navigation in July 2018 
to mark the bicentenary of the opening of the canal in 1818.

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS

Membership subscriptions run for 12 months from the date of joining PCAS. Please 
pay your subscription if it is due.  If you pay by Standing Order, please update your 
payment as shown below.

Membership subscriptions –  Annual Life
Individual £15 £150
Family £20 £200

Please notify the Membership Secretary if you change your address

�P�o�c�k�l�i�n�g�t�o�n� �C�a�n�a�l
�A�m�e�n�i�t�y� �S�o�c�i�e�t�y

Registered Charity 500637    www.pocklingtoncanalsociety.org
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